
The laws of Namibia empower you 
with many rights. Being questioned by 
the police can be intimidating for 
anyone, but knowing your rights can 
help you protect yourself and others. 
 
Among the fundamental rights and 
freedoms in the Constitution are the 
protection of life, liberty, and human 
dignity. Your rights also include 
freedom from discrimination, 
privacy, and protection against 
arbitrary arrest and detention. 
 
Under the Police Act of 1990, the 
Namibian Police Force is 
constitutionally overseen by the 
Office of the Ombudsman which 
investigates misconduct government 
agencies, violations of fundamental 
rights, abuses of power, or harsh 
treatment by any government 
employee. This includes examining 
complaints related to the use of 
police force.  
 
To address these issues, the Ombudsman 
must submit a report to the National 
Assembly, the Cabinet, and the relevant 
government authority, outlining 
recommendations for corrective action. 

 

 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

  Office of the Ombudsman 
Considers complaints of rights 

violations and against police abuse of 
power: 

+264 61 207 3111 
https://ombudsman.org.na/ 

  
Anti-Corruption Commission 

Spearheads the fight against 
corruption: 

+264 61 435 4000  
https://acc.gov.na/ 

  
Legal Assistance Centre 

Provides legal aid services to indigent 
and vulnerable people: 

+264 061 223 356 
https://www.lac.org.na/ 
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                     UPON ARREST, 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT: 

• To be promptly told the reason for 
the arrest in a language you 
understand. 

•  before the police question you. 
• To be brought in front of a 

Magistrate or judicial officer within 
48 hours of arrest and detention 

• To be released from detention, 
with or without bail, unless under 
extraordinary circumstances.  

You have the right to be treated with 
respect and dignity even if you are 
accused of a crime. Do not resist 
arrest: the law allows police to use 
minimum force if you hinder them in 
their duties. 

 
 
 
 
 

BAIL INCLUDES  
YOUR RIGHTS: 

• To be released on bail before trial 
unless the police or court decides 
custody is necessary.  

• After first appearance in court or at 
any stage, can apply for bail to the 
court 

• To be granted bail by the police 
due to the likelihood of an 
individual appearing at trial, the 
potential for them to commit 
another offence on bail, and the 
risk of witness tampering or 
obstructing justice.  

• To be granted bail by the courts on 
similar factors, including: the 
seriousness of the offense, the 
interest of the public in the 
administration of justice, and the 
strength of the evidence. 

• To be granted reasonable bail 
conditions, such as movement 
restrictions and prohibited from 
witness contacting. 

• To appeal if bail is denied, 
especially if there has been a 
change in circumstances.  

If the police restrict your liberty of 
movement, then you are in custody. 
Additionally, if you believe you are 
being held illegally or it is difficult to 
find you, you may approach the 
Court for recourse. 

 

RIGHTS THROUGHOUT  
THE PROCESS: 

• To be placed in special 
accommodation to cater for 
specific vulnerability if disabled.  

• To be guaranteed a fair trial, which 
includes: a timely, public trial 
before an impartial court; 
presumption of innocence; access 
to legal representation, including 
state-provided counsel; right to 
appeal or review by a higher court; 
trial proceedings in your language. 

If you are accused of any LGBTIQ-
related crimes, you are still afforded 
all the rights including freedom from 
discrimination.  
 
When you first appear for trial, the 
Court will ask you many questions. 
You may also, at this time, inform 
the Court of any rights the police did 
not respect or any abuse you felt.  
 
 
 


